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Saturdays 
6th, 13th & 20th Christmas Markets, Lions Park and Endeavour Park. All stalls most welcome.  

 

Friday 5th Last day school. Prep - Year 9 students. School 4082 0222 

Sunday 7th Breakfast With Santa, Cooktown Pool, 7 - 11 am. Free tickets at Far North Photos Council 4069 5444 

16th - 17th  Cook Shire Council Meeting Council  4069 5444 

Wednesday 17th Cyclone Information session  5.30pm Shire Hall  

Friday 19th  Council Administration Office closed from 11.45 am  Council 4069 5444 

Thursday 18th Come & Try OzTag  5-7pm John Street Oval  - BBQ dinner supplied Council 4069 5444 

Sunday 21st Carols by Candlelight. Endeavour Park.  Sausage sizzle commences 6 pm, carols 
from 7 pm.  

27th Jan 09 School resumes School 4082 0222 
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CELEBRATE C HRISTMAS IN COOKTOWN 
Breakfast  With  Santa   is  on  again  at  Cooktown            
swimming  pool,   Sunday 7th  December  from  7 
am - 11 am. Free  gifts  provided  for  all  children  
under  8; children must be supervised by an adult; 
tickets available now at Far North Photos. 
 
 

Christmas Lights Competition 
Register your entry now. Categories are Small and 
Large Residential, Business and Best of the Best. 
Call Cook Shire Council on 5069 5444 or email 
mail@cook.qld.gov.au. 
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PREPARING for CYCLONES 
Being prepared is your responsibility 

�‹ Preparing your family and your home for a cyclone is your responsibility. 
Prepare an Emergency Kit 

�‹ Every family should have a fully stacked Emergency Kit. 
What to do when a Cyclone Watch or a Cyclone Warnin g is issued  

�‹ A Cyclone Watch is issued by Bureau of Meteorology (BoM) when gales or strong winds    
associated with a cyclone are expected to hit within 48 hours.  Listen to ABC Far North      
Radio 105.7 FM. 

Develop an evacuation plan 
�‹ It is essential that you spend a few minutes with your family now to talk about what you will 

so if an evacuation becomes necessary. 
 

Copies of the “Preparing for Cyclones” booklet are available from the Council’s Administration Office or 
can be downloaded from www.emergency.qld.gov.au.   
 
A local information session will be held on Wednesday December 17th  2008 at 5.30pm, Shire Hall,         
Cooktown.   Members of the Local Disaster Management Group will be available to answer any     
questions from the community.  �

right: Santa and his helpers spread Christmas cheer among         
Cooktown’s children at last year’s  Breakfast  With  Santa. 

 Santa’s Monster Christmas Raffle 
Donate a grocery item to Christmas in      
Cooktown by dropping the item in the         
container for the Santa’s Christmas Raffle at 
the IGA. Funds raised from the raffle will be 
distributed to various Christmas projects.  
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Christmas Holidays Activity Program 

 

Join our youth team and Sports & Rec Officer for 
fun in the school holidays for kids of all 
ages.   Children   must  be   accompanied  by  an  
adult.  Parent helpers are required.  If you  wish  to  
join  in  please  contact the  Community Centre to 
give us an idea of  numbers.  All activities cost $5 
per   person per day. 
Tuesday  9 th  &  Wednesday 10 th  December     
Christmas present making , healthy lunch and games 
in the Lions Park. 10am-2pm. 
Thursday 11 th  December – Pool sports  and activities, 
healthy lunch. 10am-1pm. 
Tuesday 16 th & Wednesday 17 th December      
Christmas Present Making , healthy lunch and games 
in the Lions Park. 10am-2pm. 
Thursday 18 th December – Oztag try-it day , 5.00pm 
at John St Oval. Refs course from 3pm. 
Friday 19 th  December – Kids Oztag game 9.00-
10.00am     morning tea supplied  at John St Oval.  
Friday 19 th December Roller Skating, Cook Shire Hall 
10.30-11.30am 
Monday 22 nd  December – Pool sports , healthy lunch. 
10am -1pm 
 

Keep your eyes on town notice boards  for  
more activities to be announced ! 

 

Playgroup  will not operate until the end of the 
school holidays.  Keep an eye on the paper for 
start date. 
Cooktown District Community Centre will be 
closed  from  24th  December,  reopening  5th 
January. 
 
The last Emergency Relief  is available on the 
23rd December, recommencing on the 6th January. 

60’s and Better  Healthy Ageing Program  
“Swim for your Life” 

 

 The  Cooktown  District  Community  Centre 
has  begun  a new and exciting Aqua Aerobics 
program at the Cooktown Community Pool. 

Participants at  the first sessions enjoyed 
plenty of  social  engagement  as  well  as  the  
exercise and the positive feedback has left       
co-ordinator,  David  Cass,  keen  to  expand. 

“Swim for your Life”  is  an  aqua  aerobics  
program specially designed for  the  over  55  
age  group  to increase  muscle strength and  
balance.  The   Cooktown   Community  Pool  
features a special  lift  chair  to  assist  those  
with  restricted mobility in  entering and exiting 
the water. 

The program costs just a gold coin donation 
per lesson and is running now. Contact David 
Cass at the Cooktown District Community Centre 
on 4069 6098 or Roz Smith at the pool.  
* Please  note  the  ability  to  swim  is  not  a       
necessity to participate in “Swim for your life.” 
 

What’s on at the Cooktown District Community Centre  

Nearly 30 people turned up at Nature’s              
PowerHouse on Tuesday, November 11, to      
register  their  interest  in  participating in  a  vocal   
ensemble  as  part  of  next year’s  Queensland 
Music Festival celebrations in Cooktown. QMF 
Managing Producer Stephen Clark and Musical 
Director and Composer Damien Barbeler gave 
some background to the project as well as a few 
hints about what form it might take.  Although still 
in the early stages of creative development, the 
group was told that that the project will be        
challenging and inspiring in the lead up to the     
performance on Saturday, August 1st, 2009.   The 
work  is  being     especially  created for the region 
and will involve a team of professional artists 
working alongside the community singers.  

  QUEENSLAND MUSIC FESTIVAL 2009 
Aspiring Singers Hear the Call  

As  the  project  is  still  taking  shape  the  group  
was advised to expect the unexpected. 

The Queensland Music Festival project is an         
initiative of the Queensland Government with the 
support of Cook Shire Council. For  further           
information  contact  Jacqui Sykes  on  4069 5442. 



News and Updates from Cooktown State School P -12 

 

 Farewell to our Year 12 students…  
Micheline  Campbell,  Ivan Contarino, Lesley 
Gibson, Lyndall Gordon, Daniel Hook, Nick 
Kelly, Josee McClemens-Morse, Tom Midgley, 
Brook Mills, Lily Rosendale, Arathea Wachter, 
Doug Whipper and Michelle Whitlock. Our year 
12 students spoke of “having a great time” and 
“it all goes too fast” at the special parade last 
Friday for them. They thanked the staff at the 
school and their parents and praised their 
group as a “great bunch”! They can proudly say 
that they completed school in Cooktown and 
we can proudly say that we are glad they did! 
 
Yr 9 Drama  - Clowning Around 
Our year 9 Drama class got into the clowning 
spirit  with  well  rehearsed  performances  for  
primary students and parents. The performance 
was spectacular and a credit to both staff and 
students. Our Drama teacher, Kim Mourilyan, 
and the class totally committed themselves to 
learning clowning skills from one of our teacher 
aides,  Mick  Schuch.  His  enthusiasm  and  
passion for working with students is infectious! 
We look forward to more performances and 
hope that more people will see them! 
 
Lab on Legs  
Cooktown School and community were treated 
to some scintillating science when CSIRO’s 
Lab on Legs visited the school on the 6th of 
November.  The  evening  session  featured  
experiments, demonstrations, brain teasers, 
and plenty of star gazing. The Lab on Legs  
program is run by CSIRO Science Education 
Centre with the  aim  of  bringing  hands-on  
science to rural areas. It was a great family 
night of learning, organised by science teacher 
Julie Kereszteny.  
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“School Mania ”, the school magazine, 
on sale for $10 at the school or Council . 
 
Thanks to everyone who has helped to make 
our school great in 2008! 
 

 Jo Townsend (Principal) 

 

Photos: top: Yr 9 Drama performance ‘Clowning Around’. Top 
right: Jake Stevens tries on an astronaut suit at Lab on Legs. 
Above: Yr 12s celebrate their formal graduation. Below: the 
crowd enjoys a demonstration at Lab on Legs. 
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News From Your P & C 
 

Cooktown State School Parents and Citizens Associat ion 

Cook Shire Council 
Main Council Admin Office  -  10 Furneaux St 
8.45 am - 4.45 pm Mon-Fri 
PO Box 3 Cooktown 4895 
Phone: 4069 5444        Fax  4069 5423 
mail@cook.qld.gov.au   www.cooktowns.com 
Cooktown Library: 10am-1.15pm, 2-5pm                  
Mon-Fri         9-12.30 Sat.    

Cooktown State School 
Po Box 4  Cooktown   4895 
Phone:  4082 0222   Fax: 4069 5651  
admin@cooktownss.eq.edu.au 
www.cooktownss.eq.edu.au 
 

Parents & Citizens Association 
pandc@cooktownss.eq.edu.au  

Cooktown and District Community Centre 
13 Charles St (opposite pool) 
9 -5 Mon -Thurs, 9 –1pm Fri 
Emergency Relief  2 -4pm Tues 
Phone: 4069 6098 Fax: 4069 6934 
PO Box 763 Cooktown 4895 
reception@cooktowndcc.org.au 

Conservation Volunteers at Work  
On  the  3rd,  4th  and  5th  of  December, visiting  
Conservation Australia Volunteers will be working in 
the school gardens and building a three bay       
compost system. The compost system will process 
food scraps from the tuck shop and kids’ lunches, 
with the end result to go back on  the  vegie  garden.  
Any  able  bodied  people  are  welcome to attend 
and help rehabilitate the gardens and greenhouse. 
 
below: Cooktown school’s bush tucker garden, located  behind 
the pool, will be just one area to benefit from the Conservation 
Volunteers’ visit.  

Spread The News 
Hooked In  is available monthly from Cook Shire libraries, Council office, the school, CDCC and other key places throughout 
town.  Access Hooked In online  at  www.cooktowns.com,   then  click   on News.    To  contribute,  contact  Council’s             
Administration Support,  Community Services, Vicki Kirk on 4069 5444, or email your story and photos to vkirk@cook.qld.gov.au. 

Merry Christmas Everyone!!    
I hope this is a wonderful relaxing holiday period 
for you all.    We  had a wonderful graduation night 
on  the  21st of  November,  watching   all  our   
children posing for photos in their lovely gowns 
and suits... they are all so grown up and 12 years 
certainly goes fast.   I would like to say Thank You 
to all involved with the P&C, for their help and   
consideration over the past year. 
 
Christmas Markets 
We  are  looking  forward  to  holding  a        
Christmas  stall  at  the  markets  on  the  13th of 
December, and ask can you please bring some 
Christmas treats/yummies for the P&C to sell.  Set 
up will be at 7:30am. 
 
Uniforms 
We  still  have  second hand  junior  boys          
uniforms  for  $5  at  the  tuckshop  and new blue 
t-shirts for $8. 
 

Have a happy and healthy Christmas.  
Cheers, Jen.  P & C President 
 
 

Cooktown Kindy  invite you to become a          
permanent part of our  town’s  history with your   
own personalised, engraved paver to be laid on 
Grassy Hill.  
Paving to commence middle of next year, as part                 
of  Council’s redevelopment of Grassy Hill.  
Various sizes available. Prices start from $35.  

Be remembered forever  
Ph: 4069 5182, or see you Saturdays at the 
Christmas markets. 

  
        Cooktown  
    Kindergarten 

  FUNDRAISING                                                   
PAVERS 

Grassy Hill Road Upgrade Information  
Council wishes to advise that the Grassy Hill road 
will be upgraded as a two staged project in 2009. 
Parking at the lighthouse areas will change with a 
drop off zone only and no parking. Parking for all 
cars and buses  will be available at the bottom of 
the loop road.  
Stage 1 will commence after the wet and before the 
tourist season 2009.  There will be no access  to 
the top of Grassy Hill during the construction 
phase.  
Stage 2 will involve sealing of the road and will 
commence after the tourist season and be        
completed by the end of 2009.  
Detailed design of the road is underway. To view 
the concept plans for the road upgrade or for        
further  information please contact Tony Lickiss, 


