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Far North Queensland regional office
Ground Floor, Cnr Grafton and Hartley 
Street, Cairns
PO Box 2358, Cairns  QLD  4870

SARA reference: 2504-45811 SRA
Applicant reference: R2-25
Council reference: DA/4887

20 May 2025

D & S Bates
C/- U&i Town Plan
35 Sutherland Street
MAREEBA QLD 4880
ramon@uitownplan.com.au

Attention: Ramon Samanes

Dear D & S Bates 

SARA information request - Boundary Realignment (2 lots 
into 2 lots) at 152 Shiptons Flat Road, Rossville
(Given under chapter 1, section 12 of the Development Assessment Rules)

This notice has been issued because the State Assessment and Referral Agency (SARA) has identified 
that information necessary to assess your application against the relevant provisions of the State 
Development Assessment Provisions has not been provided.

State Code 16: Native Vegetation Clearing 

1. Issue:
The application material has not demonstrated compliance with PO80 (avoid and minimise 
clearing) and PO83 (clearing associated with watercourses and drainage features) of State code 
16: Native vegetation clearing, as follows:

 The proposed new allotment boundary crosses and loosely follows a mapped stream order 
2 watercourse or drainage feature, located within a category B area containing least 
concern regional ecosystem 3.3.24.

 The application will involve clearing (as created clearing exemptions), to a width of 20m, 
within the 10m buffer and the defining bank of a watercourse or drainage feature.

 No justification has been provided in the application to explain why the boundary must be 
located in close proximity to the watercourse or drainage feature.

NOTE: SARA’s assessment of vegetation clearing (as created clearing exemptions) associated 
with the development will include clearing for the new allotment boundary and associated fire 
management lines to a width of 10m either side of the new allotment boundary.

Action:
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 Provide evidence demonstrating how the proposed boundary realignment complies with 
PO80 and PO83.

OR,

 Provide an amended subdivision plan that locates the realigned boundary a suitable 
distance from the mapped stream order 2 watercourse to achieve compliance with PO80 
and PO83.

Digital Data

2. Providing digital data for the location and extent of all proposed new infrastructure, lot 
boundaries, any proposed building envelopes, fire management lines and fire break/safety 
buffers that will become exempt clearing work is recommended. 
Digital data should include a projected spatial reference (e.g. GDA94 or GDA2020) and 
preferably be in an ESRI compatible format (shapefile, geodatabase or KML).

How to respond
You have three months to respond to this request and the due date to SARA is 20 August 2025.
You may respond by providing either: (a) all of the information requested; (b) part of the information 
requested; or (c) a notice that none of the information will be provided. Further guidance on responding to 
an information request is provided in chapter 1, section 13 of the Development Assessment Rules (DA 
Rules).

It is recommended that you provide all the information requested above. If you decide not to provide all 
the information requested, your application will be assessed and decided based on the information 
provided to date. 

You are requested to upload your response and complete the relevant tasks in MyDAS2.

As SARA is a referral agency for this application, a copy of this information request will be provided to the 
assessment manager in accordance with chapter 1, section 12.4 of the DA Rules. 

If you require further information or have any questions about the above, please contact Anthony 
Westbury, A/Senior Planning Officer, on 4037 3215 or via email CairnsSARA@dsdilgp.qld.gov.au who 
will be pleased to assist.

Yours sincerely

Nastassja Lazarus
Manager (Planning) 

cc Cook Shire Council, mail@cook.qld.gov.au 

Development details

Description: Development permit Reconfiguring a lot for Boundary realignment (lots into 2 lots)

https://planning.dsdmip.qld.gov.au/planning/better-development/da-rules
https://prod2.dev-assess.qld.gov.au/suite
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Development details

SARA role: Referral agency

SARA trigger: Schedule 10, Part 3, Division 4, Table 2, Item 1 - Reconfiguring a lot involving clearing native vegetation

SARA reference: 2504-45811 SRA 

Assessment criteria: State code 16: Native vegetation clearing


