
 

Ground Floor, Woree Plaza, 12-20 Toogood Road, Woree Q 4868   P 07 4054 0400   braziermotti.com.au 

19.05.2025 Our Ref: 35277-001-01 

 Your Ref: DA/4894 
 
Planning & Environment Department 
Cook Shire Council 
PO Box 3 
COOKTOWN QLD 4895 
 
Attn:   Planning & Environment – Taase Taase 
Via Email:  ttaase@cook.qld.gov.au  
  
Dear Taase, 
 
Information Request Response – Development Application DA/4894 
Development Application for Reconfiguring a Lot (1 Lot into 2 Lots)  
97 Oaky Creek Road, Cooktown – Lot 1 on SP172676 
 
We act on behalf of the applicant, John Hay, in relation to the abovementioned 
Development Application which is currently before Cook Shire Council for 
assessment.  
 
Reference is made to the Information Request issued by Council, dated 07 May 2025 
and received by email on the same day.  
 
In accordance with section 13 of the Development Assessment Rules, we provide this 
written response to Council’s Information Request.  This correspondence constitutes 
a complete response to Council's Information Request.    
 
With respect to the matters raised in the Information Request, we advise as follows: 
 
Site Details 
The proposed plan of development either excludes or is missing information required 
to make a detailed assessment. Please provide an updated site plan to show: 

1. All existing and proposed boundary lines; 
2. All existing buildings, structures and infrastructure serves; 
3. All existing and proposed vehicular crossings and internal driveways; and 
4. Dimensions detailing setbacks from all existing structures onsite to the 

existing and proposed boundary lines. 
 
Advisory note: Officers acknowledge that the various plans submitted contain some 
necessary information, but the absence of a comprehensive and consolidated site plan 
is required in order to make an informed assessment. In addition, the site plan forms 
part of the approved plan of development and must be consistent with the proposed 
development outcomes. 
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Response 

Please refer to a copy of the comprehensive and consolidated site plans included 
within Attachment A.  
 
Bushfire Hazard Overlay Code  

The subject site is affected by the Bushfire Hazard Overlay Code of the Cook Shire 
Planning Scheme 2017. The overall purpose of the code is to assess development 
suitability within the Bushfire Hazard Overlay area to reduce risks during bushfires and 
prevent on-site and neighbouring property damage. Although an assessment against 
the code was provided, the assessment excludes the bushfire Hazard Checklist outlines 
in AO2.1 of the code which applies to reconfiguring a lot applications. 
 

5. Please provide a completed Bushfire Hazard Checklist in accordance with the 
code. 

 
Response 
Please refer to the completed Bushfire Hazard Checklist included within Attachment 
B.  
 
 
Supporting Documents 
Please see enclosed the following attachments to assist with Council’s assessment of 
the application: 
 
Attachment A: Revised Proposal Plan  – 35277/001D 
Attachment B: Bushfire Hazard Checklist  
 
We trust the enclosed information provided is to your satisfaction and look forward 
to your continued attention to this matter.  In the meantime, should you have any 
further queries in relation to the information response please do not hesitate to 
contact the undersigned. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
 
________________________ 
MICHAEL TESSARO 
Senior Planner 

Brazier Motti Pty Ltd 
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 ATTACHMENT B  



 

 

 

FIRE HAZARD ANALYSIS   

 
The following analysis can be completed by the landowner to provide their own written 
summary of issues. If any clarification is required, please contact Council’s Town Planning 

section on (07) 4069 5533.   

Fuel type: the type of fuel affects ignition potential and fire intensity.   

Describe the fuel on the property e.g. part of the site is cleared and has grass that is regularly 

mown/slashed; part of the site is eucalypt woodland with an understorey of native grasses; the  

site is dominated by introduced, high biomass grasses.    

 

Comment: Native grasses and scrubs with mango and fig trees surrounding the existing 

structures. 

 

Topographic features: the rate of spread of a fire increases when it travels uphill. Features 

such as creeks and gullies can slow the rate of spread.   

Describe the topography of the site and surrounding area e.g. The block slopes west and   

south into nearby drainage lines; proposed Lot 1 is steeper than the other blocks; a deep creek 

separates the blocks from nearby forest.   

 

Comment: Very gently east.   

 

Fire history:  some areas experience fire more often than others, resulting in a higher   

likelihood of ignition.   

Describe the fire history of the area over the last 10 years, based on evidence. e.g. fire scar  

maps; charring on trees; personal knowledge; anecdotal evidence.   

 

Comment: No fires in the past 10 years. 

 

Proposed development: the strategic location of buildings and infrastructure can   

considerably reduce the risk of ignition in the event of a bushfire.   

Describe the proposed development relative to potential bushfire hazard e.g. the proposal is a  

house located in a cleared part of the site, 80m away from woodland area etc.   

 

Comment: Existing structures surrounded by existing landscaping.  Native scrub and grasses 

located to the south eastern direction of the existing structures 

 

Damage potential: What are the possible consequences of a wildfire?   

Describe the potential damage that could result from a bushfire entering the property.    

 

Comment: Loss of grassed areas 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Protection measures   

Describe the protection measures available and the reasons they are required. E.g. minimise  

risk by mowing/slashing to ensure a low grassy fuel load; connect to the existing network of fire 

trails etc.    

 

Comment:  

Existing firebreaks will be maintained on all boundaries.  Surrounding properties also maintain 

appropriate firebreaks on boundaries. 

 

Mowing/slashing to ensure minimal fuel load around dwellings.  Connected to reliable water 

sources (rainwater tanks & dam) 

 

 

FIRE HAZARD ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST   

Property Description -  Lot 1 on SP172676  

Property Address -   97 Oaky Creek Road, Cooktown 

Assessor names – John Hay 

Assessment date – 13 May 2025 

 

1.  FUEL AVAILABLE to sustain fire:  

Vegetation: Open forest or woodland + Grass 5  

  Tall, wet eucalypt forest 4   

  Grassland 3   

  Heath 3  

  Acacia thickets 2   

  Cropping, horticulture 2   

  Rainforest and other types 1   

 

Fuel Load: VERY HIGH  15.1 t/ha + 5    

  HIGH 10.1 - 15.0 4    

  MODERATE 5.1 - 10.0 3    

  LOW 2.1 - 5.0 2    

  VERY LOW 0.1 - 2.0 1    

 

 

SUB-TOTAL    7 

 

 



 

 

 

2.  TOPOGRAPHY:  

Slope Very Steep  16 +      5   

    Steep 11 - 15 4   

    Moderate 7 - 10 3   

    Gentle 2 - 6 2    

    Flat   1 1    

 

Aspect: North      5  

    Northwest to west 4    

    Mixed 3   

    North to east 2    

    East to south 1    

SUB TOTAL  3 

 

3.  IGNITION SOURCES:  

VERY HIGH (Very frequent outbreaks) 10   

HIGH (Frequent fires, 1 every 1-2 years) 8   

MODERATE (Occasional fires, 1 every 3-5 years) 5   

LOW  (Rarely any fire, 1 every 6-10 years) 2   

VERY LOW (No previous fires) 1 

   

4.  FIRE SEASON SEVERITY:  

VERY HIGH (Normally Very High to Extreme Fire Danger exists)  5   

HIGH  4   

MODERATE (Normally Moderate Fire Danger exists) 3   

LOW  2   

VERY LOW (Normally Low to Very Low Fire Danger exists) 1   

 

 



 

 

 

5.  HOUSING/BUILDING DENSITY:  

VERY HIGH (One house per 0.5ha.) 10    

HIGH (One house per 0.6 – 2ha.) 8    

MODERATE (One house per 2-10ha.) 6   

LOW (One house per 10-50ha.) 4    

VERY LOW (One house per 50ha. +) 2    

 

 

 

6.  DAMAGE POTENTIAL:  

VERY HIGH (Complete destruction possible) 10   

HIGH (Partial destruction, complete scorch) 8   

MODERATE (Some severe scorch) 5    

LOW (Minimal damage can occur) 2   

VERY LOW  (No damage) 1    

 

Summary of scores:   
 

    1. 7 

    2. 3 

    3. 1 

    4. 3 

    5. 6 

    6. 2 

 

TOTAL SCORE:  22 

 

CATEGORIES/RISK (please circle based on your score above):  

VERY LOW Score:  5 – 13  

LOW Score:  14 – 24  

MODERATE Score:  25 – 35  

HIGH Score:  36 – 46  

VERY HIGH Score:  47 – 55  

 

Overall assessment: Low bushfire hazard.  

 
 


